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Karen Eubanks Jackson became committed to “step out on faith”
to lead the effort to encourage discussion, inspire the celebra-
tion of survivorship and create a sisterhood of support for
African American women fighting breast cancer. 

Jackson, Founder & CEO of Sisters Network® Inc. (SNI) is at the
helm of the nation’s only African American breast cancer sur-

vivorship organization that addresses the needs particular to
African American women. Jackson is a 17 year breast cancer
survivor, who turned a personal challenge into an organization
that provides standardized educational programs, support, em-
powerment and hope. During her personal fight to survive breast
cancer, she recognized a lack of “sisterhood” in traditional or-
ganizations, a staggering breast cancer mortality rate for African
Americans and limited culturally sensitive material. 

In 1994, Jackson founded Sisters Network® Inc. in order to en-
sure that African American women diagnosed with breast can-
cer receive comprehensive medical care and social support. 

Jackson’s primary motivation was to break through the silence
and shame of breast cancer that immobilizes African American
women, restrict their ability to receive support services, inter-
feres with early detection, and ultimately affects their survival
rates. Under Jackson’s leadership, Sisters Network has experi-
enced phenomenal growth resulting in over 40 survivor-run af-
filiate chapters, serving more than 3000 members and associate
members nationwide. Sisters Network® Inc. is the leading voice
in the African American woman’s fight against breast cancer. In
addition, Jackson developed several national outreach initiatives,
including: The Gift for Life Block Walk® and the Pink Ribbon
Awareness Project. 

Jackson is a widely recognized minority breast health advocate,
promoting legislation on the state and federal level. A highly
sought after speaker and expert on the African American
woman’s breast cancer experience, Jackson has traveled nation-
ally and internationally, bringing her message to the U.S. Army
Comprehensive Breast Cancer Center in Germany, the National
Congressional Black Caucus and the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), as well as other organizations. Jack-
son has been featured in numerous national newspapers,
magazines, television, radio programs, and internet media out-
lets, inclusive of the U.S. News & World Report, the Health Net-
work, HBO special: Cancer: Evolution to Revolution, Essence,
MAMM, Jet, Heart and Soul, Breast Cancer Wellness and Web
MD Health. 

Jackson is a published co-author of several works, including
“Breast Diseases: A Year Book Quarterly, Vol.14 No.22003;
Breast Cancer in African American Women: The Evolution of
Sisters Network, Inc.; A National African American Breast Can-
cer Survivor Advocate Organization with Lisa A. Newman,
M.D., F.A.C.S. She is in several books “Breast Cancer Black
Women”, “My Mother’s Breast and Celebrating Life.” Jackson’s
achievements have been recognized by the State of Texas House
of Representatives and corporate America, bestowing honors
that include: TNT Dramatic Difference Award; Breast Cancer
Hero by Lifetime TV; JC Penney “Champion of Change”: The
Jefferson Award-ABC and the Lance Armstrong “Voice of Sur-
vivorship” award. 

“I view Sisters’ as a beautiful work in progress.  I am proud of
our development and believe our future will be even brighter.
Sisters’ is a magnet that attracts those who see and want to work
towards a beautiful life that can enrich and save lives.  It does-
n’t get any better than that,” added Jackson.

During the month of October, the Forward Times will highlight
local breast cancer survivors involved with Sisters Network Inc.
For more information, please visit www.sistersnetworkinc.org
or call 713.781.0255.
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Sisters Network Inc. Lights up Houston's Historic Third Ward House In
Pink In Honor Of National Breast Cancer Awareness Month 
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